[The significance of polymerase chain reaction in diagnosing causes of subfebrility in children and adolescents].
Examination of 37 children and adolescents with long-term subfebrility and other manifestations of intoxication without local pathological changes included blood test (polymerase chain reaction) for M. tuberculosis. Tuberculous bacteriemia was discovered in 16(43.2%) cases. Non-acute onset and long-lasting intoxication, rejection of other reasons, tuberculin sensitivity, reduction or disappearance of the intoxication in antituberculous treatment, negative results of repeated PCR for M-tuberculosis gave grounds to suspect active tuberculosis in 13 children of 16. Clinical and x-ray picture corresponded to tuberculous intoxication in children and adolescents.